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Tehillim begins with a guide to life itself. Avoid the influence of evildoers and

those who ridicule good, and adopt the study and knowledge of Torah as your
main goal. Then God will reward you with a life of joy and good fortune.
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When David was ancinted as God's king over Israel, the Philistines massed their
army to depose him (I Samuel 5:16). This psalm expresses the futility of attempt-

ing to thwart God's will. Our Sages see in it an allusion to the final encounter
between the nations of the world and the Messiah (Rashi).
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David's son, Absalom, led a nearly successful attempt to overthrow him (see I

Samuel Chs. 15-19). Despite the apparent hopelessness of his situation, David's
trust in God fills him with peace and security.
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Though addressing himself to Absalom’s followers, David speaks to all sinners.
He appeals to them to abandon their lypocrisy, and the deceptiveness of tempo-

rary victories and meaningless glory Let them stop their slander and recognize
the truth. This will lead to their repentance and true happiness.
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