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< DERUSH 1)»
A CELEERATION OF LOVE

R 777 o3ie 2 ¥1e nipetm ey mebe'? gk oaein e — The song
of sargs, which Is Shlomo's, May He kiss me with the kisses of His mouth,
for Your love is better than wine (1:1-2).
This- derushe is comprised of four parts, The first part distinguishes between the first
and second sets of Luchas; the second part explains the unique manner in which one
of the Sages would celebrate Shavueos; the third part explores why we are obligated to
enjoy a feast on Shavuos; and based on the above, the final part of the derush expounds
the opening verses of Shir HaShidm.

«% PART ONE &

After the overwhelming experience of hearing the first two of the Ten Commandments

from Hashern Himself, the Jewish people asked Moshe to act as an intermediary for
the remaining Commandments. The Midrash sets forth that this would have a lasting
rarmification:
-mE M WY Poe By N wTe — Midrash Rabbah (Shir HaShidm Rab-
Bale 1:15) on the verse, May He kiss me with the kisses of His mouth (1:2) slates:
TP T M — R Yuda said:  oeabs n s beqen woww nyy's — When the
Jewish people heard at the time of the Giving of the Torah, | am Hashem gour God
{Shemos 20:2), o33 a0 mmbn vpn — the study of Torah became implanted
in their hearts, owmanws v ¥9) 2% v — and they would study and not for-
get anything that they would leam. agn byx wwaw 191 — But when they came
to Moshe TFRU URY ARK 9377 1K) — and said, You speak lo us and we
shall hear (ibid. v.16),  =nanwm oTee nvas Mg — they reverted to their ini-
tial state in which they would study and forget.  wwW% 183 7% — The quote ends
here.  xam K7 — It appears from here A3 "1aRY ANK 1377 oW AKX ooEaY
— that the forgetfulness was a result of their saying, “You speak to us and we shall
hear.”

Zera Shimshon raises a difficulty with the above Midrash, based on a Gemara:

TaVIET 7 P03 [nET e’ ame a1 sty — Mow, this appears to contradict what
[the Sages| state in the fifth chapter of Eruwin (54a): 91y 137 198 — R’ Elazar
said: P nimB vane: k9 ®Snbx — Had the first Luches not been broken,
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Liirma nin Apsnw k9 — the Torah would have never been forgotten by the Jewish
people,  np2wn nxa 123 w3 nimbn anaw o7 ko7 — But according to the above
Midrash, the forgetfulness preceded the breaking of the Luchos, nK 937 o
“uky — as a result of their saying to Moshe, “You speak to us"

Zera Shimshon cites an earlier commentator who reconciles the two sources:
wab woes k0% ®oorT Y0 nx — It appears correct Lo explain that, in fact, both
reasons apply. 1" P8 YT RN TRER 3 pRA MARRn TTPED answ — For it is written
in Asarah Maarmaros (Chikkur Din 2:16)"7 gy ans 27 agnb S mosesy
TyRe — that when the Jewish people said to Moshe, “You speak fo us and we
shall hear,”  mnaw x5 172 9 — it was decreed at that time, to prevent them
fram forgetting the Torah] as a result of that request,  nim% Sy anzab a7ina mm
1287 — that the Torah would be inscribed on the stone Luches, (a3 27 1eay — so
as to remove their “heart of stone.” In other words, the Luchos had the power to soften
the spiritual hardness of their hearts that hindered their abllity to retain the Torah, Ty
une's (k3 — The quote ends here. 12 o — Accordingly,  2¥ a%iwb nxa anown
13 "Ry ARE 937 nweh rosy v — the forgetfulness was indeed introduced to the
world because [the Jewish people] said to Moshe, “You speak to us..”;  nxaw xhs
mimba v 5w mypn o — however, the Luches served as a remedy for them, =70
mmbT anix nEn 12y 732 — and later, when Moshe broke those Luches,  msw
MR ovw 153 anawn — the forgetfulness remained, without any remedy. T
"3 “2Kn AN ne T nanxy be pons neea b — See also what we have written
above, in Parashas Va'eschanan (Derush 6), on the verse, And | shall give you the
stone Luches... (Shemos 24:12).19

Zera Shimshon elaborates on the ramlifications of the decree of forgetfulness, based on
another Midrash:
abivz nnaws ngaw % — Mow, because forgetfulness had been introduced into the
world, TR N aab penb 7730 — it became necessary for Hashem to add onto

1. Azarmly Maamaros by R* Memachem Azarah 2 In thet derush, fera Shimshon reconclles anciber
(Ramn} MiFano, waa first published in Venice in pair of apparenly contradictory scurces based on
3357. the same idea.
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the Torah that He was giving to [the Jewish people],  x7x1" piop by waTha kT
~avTRs A oneen nam — as the Midrash expounds (Shemaos Rabbah 46:1) on the
verse, Then | saw and behold! You had sinned to Hashem, your God (Devarim 9:16);
mimba 19wy Sy avpye agh Ymnn — Moshe started feeling distressed about the
breaking of the Luchos,  xv1 7112 Wiga i 1k — The Holy One, blessed is He, said
to him,  =yuyn S — "Do not be distressed!  nimaTa naw kb v kb nekea
— The first [Luchos| contained only the Ten Commandments, xR (712 28 nvaga
maere — and with the second Lucfios, | am giving the Written Torah and the Mishnah.”
11y 183 7 — The quote ends here.

Zera Shimshan first clarifies what was lost with the breaking of the Luchos, and then
explains Moshe's distress over this loss and Hashem's response:
K1 pard) — This may be explained as follows: oo 93 ompn v mmbaw
Eymam aarnm eranzm — All of the words of the prophets, Kesueirmn, Mishnah, and
Gemara were alluded to in the first Luchos, sy 7% %3 2ba nona amma am
— and once they were given to Mashe, the entire Torah was written upon the heart of
each individual Jew, m7anax oab by ogpa MR . - L NOY RIS ANGY T T
— This is the meaning of the verse in Yirmiyah (31:32), { will place My Torah within
thern, and I will write it onlo their hearl.  79Ana %% ooy v #5%) — Thus, they
would have no need to engage in Torah study,  oaxs v oba 2 — as they would
all be like Avraham, w37 wea rarba nw 1 Wy — whose two kidneys became
like teachers, RN M3l v — as they were flowing with wisdom" mg
77 wan mgnnT o — That is, it would have been enough for them to receive
the Five Books of the Torah  mymm) owTd v 92 — in order to know the laws
and the mitzvos!*  owmanws r 7 — these would not become forgotten,  vm
mimébag o 92 oman — and they would be able to comprehend all the allusions
of the Luchos, In other words, the stone Luchos would counteract the “stone hearts”
of the Jewish people, and their intellects would assume a Divine quality commensurate
with that of the Luchos themselves, Upon receiving the Five Books, which set forth the
specific mitzvas in which they are obligated, they would instinctively grasp the details
of the mitzvos that comprise the Oral Torah, and conduct themselves in accordance

3. See Borcishis Rabbah 61:1, 4. See Nedartm 22b and Koholes Rabbah 1:13,
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with the Divine will. Thus, it was as if bath the Written Torah and the Oral Torah were
written in their hearns. wuny sy Yax — However, once they sinned with the
Golden Calf,  mpang nryn o wbey — they lost their wellsprings of Divine wis-
dom, PN 720w T — and, in addition, the Luchos were broken,  ouw
anawn on — which caused them forgetfulness.  9wban mem Snnm wan owh —
Therefore, Moshe started to feel distressed, for he thought:  wWign Ty by 85 kb
MaRan mmba eaw meana mubya B3 Seqeeh kv qema — “Perhaps the Holy One,
blessed is He, will never again reveal to the Jewish people all of the hidden wisdom
that was contained in the first Luchos,  oa% n% ox gx) — and even if He will reveal
it to them, ok nNanEn TN oY on Ko%7 — perhaps it will be forgotten from
them, Heaven forbid, ohra noowa Ay min — since forgetfulness has now
come to the world!™ x93 w7pa 1% s — The Holy One, blessed is He, said
to him,  awpyn 5 — “Do not feel distressed,  myEm xpn on’ s sy — for |
am giving them the Written Torah and the Mishnah™;  ame aogy aving 52 oo
PINRAT MIME3 — in other words, the entire Torah that was alluded to in the first
Luchos.  oan noagh mang qxy — And even if they forget it, 10> Yor oipn 520
At — it is still possible for them to learn it again,  97'3 o'pnn 2031 — and they
will thereby retain it.  =m% 7980 an® mm %9 — Hence, they will not lose anything
as a result of the breaking of the first Lucheos,  smbS oo nivyl woqpee nea 7
— except that they will now need to toil and study [the Torah] repeatedly. 5y oy
231 122 M om — What is more, they will be rewarded for this tolll 5% pan
a1 by 77k3 wgn 2 nwea — See Parashas Ki Sisa (Derush 11), where this idea is
discussed at length.
Fera Shimshion summarizes:

gv wyes — It thus emerges 937 el Mok = 2y obiwb nsa anowa v
a3 e ok — that forgetfulness was introduced to the world primarily because |the
Jewish people] said to Moshe, “You speak to us and we shall hear,™  Pm 92 ma o
17\ — which occurred on the day of the Giving of the Torah,  n9%y2 w7 — that is,
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on Atseres (Shavuos).  a0awD mpnm — And because of the forgetfulness,  37a0
@¥31n31 231 07IA 1uh 1P — it was necessary for Hashem to give us the Torah along
with the Meviim and Kesueim,  a3ema ng ub peiat — and to give us the Mishnah
as well.

3 PART TWO &

In light of the abowve, we gain insight into the manner in which Rav Yosef would fulfill
the mitzvah of enjoying a feast on Shavuos, which is recorded in the Gemara: [The begin-
ning of the cited passage of Gemara makes reference to a dispute between R’ Eliezer
and R” Yehoshua regarding how to reconcile the Torah's two conflicting definitions of the
festivals, One verse states, there shall be an assemly ®for Hashern,” your God ( Devartm
16:8), while another verse states, there shall be an assembly *jor you” (Bamidbar 20:35),
R' Eliezer explains that the Torah is giving a persen the cholce to dedicate the festivals
either “for Hashem,” through Torah study and prayer, or “for you,” through feasting.
while B’ Yehoshua maintains that one must fulfill both verses by dedicating half of the
festival “for Hashem"™ and half “for you.™]
a9t 37 N9y #01 M — This the intent of Rav Yosef, ©ngoT 1 7902 — in his prac-
tice that is recorded in the sixth chapter of Pesachim (G68b): 5 1|1;'?:_; 37 I
oz’ m2) w37 nvys o — R Elazar said: All authorities agree that there is also
an obligation of “for you" on Atzeres. Even R’ Eliezer, who gives a person the op-
tion to dedicate the festivals entirely “for Hashem.” agrees that Atzeres (Shavuos) must
be commemorated with a feast.  xpew 'wpn — What is the reason for this?  on
KT TR 13 et — It is the day on which the Torah was given.  Kypva gob 2
snbn kbay b vay xnaEy7 — On the day of Atzeres, Rav Yosel would have a
third-borm calf™ prepared for him. K — He would say: s Mg amm asb =
o3 — “If not for what this day caused to be, KW K3 Opb apn — why,
there are many ‘Yosefs' in the marketplace, and | would be indistinguishable from
them!"

Zera Shimshon explains Rav Yosef's words based on a Midrash:

v ma xmxT — For it is set forth in the Midrash (Midrash Tanchuma, Parashas
Hi Sisa §31) K973 2@03 WA e mimbow e%e — that since the first
Luchos were given openly and publicly, qFan e o Bva e 2ot

5, Rashi ad low, The third colf Born of ils mother is flisa means a calf that is three years old, when 2
the tasfical because the fimt two were born while  is tastiest (Rashi 1o Erucin 63a and o Sanhedrn
the mother was stil developing. Allematively, egla 65b).
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N2 "R AR ) — as it is written, On the third day when it was morming, there
was thunder and lightning and a4 heavy cloud on the mountain, and the sound of the
shofar was very powerful (Shemos 19:16),  1anwn peg e pby a7 ows — for
this reason, the [Luchos]) became subject to an agin hara,™ and were broken. 9
manxn mim 13 pew — This was not the case with the second Luches,  wmiw
ney yauna — which were given in privacy and in concealment, and therefore en-
dured. R R 377 13IEK M7 W e — Mow, in the ninth chapter of Beraches
(G4a), Rav Yosel is called “Sinai,” 72390 ninmas amusa 23 e v o —
and Rashi explains (ad loc. and Horagos 14a) that this is because he was an expert
in many Mishnayos and Baraisos, %'0 70n 1npna — the way they were given at
Mount Sinai.  xpbn 2y mb Py 2oy =3 129 — Therefore, on the day
of Atzeres, he would have a third-born call prepared Tor him,  ©rea; aink 11?2
MoK nimea ey ons — to allude to the Torah, Meviim, and Kesuvim that
were added with the giving of the second Luchos,  myeren or — along with the
Mishnah that expands on them, =998y — He said, @3 827 s o awd we —
not for what this day caused to be...”  o%iv3 nnowa neaw — that is, that forgetful-
ness was introduced to the world 23y "uny ans 927 owns sy v by — through
that which [the Jewish people| said to Moshe, “You speak to us and we shail hear”
@7 nivpa M ova ARG nPn? npme W N — which occurred because the
Torah was given with thunder and lightning on this day. In other words, “what this day
caused to be” means that the ayin hara that resulted from the public manner in which
the first Lucheos were given brought about the decree of forgetfulness that negated the
special quality of those Luchos, This occurred in two stages: First, through the Jew-
ish people’s request for an intermediary, and second, through the actual breaking of
the Luchos.  ovaana e et o1 13 nm wnon no — Rav Yosef said that if not for
this, what difference would there have been between Rav Yosef and the other schol-
ars?  anaw ww any spbwa — For only now that there is forgetfulness 3 w1
3 nvgetea 1T — has his expertise and greatness in Mishnayos and Barai-
s0s become known,  o%wa nnaw kb mypen K nog &b ox 13 pRY A — but this
would not be the case if neither the Mishnah nor forgetfulness existed in the world,

6. Agpin feara {liverally, el eye) is o type of spirilual damage that can be caused by a condemning or jealous
gaze {see Maharal in Mesives Dlam, Mesie Ayin Tou).



