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CHAPTER ONE

Family Roots

y grandfather, Reeb Yisroel Kern was born in Antinia, a small town near
Kolomyia at the edge of Galicia, one of the many children in the large
family of Rav Yosef Kern.' Reb Yisroel left Antinia for Kolomyia.

Our lineage on my mother’s side connects us to the holy Rebbe, Reb Menachem
Mendel of Rimanov, zy"a, and 1 recall that, as a young child, I was told that 1 was a
sixth-generation descendant of the Rebbe Reb Mende'le, as the tzaddik was lovingly
called.”

1. After extensive research in various Holocaust archives and other genealogical searches, we are
fairly certain that the Kern family was a large and distinguished one with branches living in
Kolomyia, Antinia, Nadvorna, and Salatvina, The Kerns were direct descendants of the tzaddik,
the holy Reebbe, the Gaon Rav Yitzchak Aizik HaCohen of Koritz, 21"l author of Bris Keluinas
O, In his sefer, the author printed a family tree of his lineage, tracing back to Ezra HaSofer
on his father’s side and to Hillel HaBavli — from Malchus Beis David, on his mother'’s. On the
other side, the Kern family traces isell to the rosh ar beis din of Stanislav, the nephew of the Gaon
Iav Yechezkel Landau, =", known as the Noda BeYehuda, Rav of Prague.

Our hallowed patriarch, Rav Yisroel Kern, married Esther née Fogel. The Fogel family is also
known by the surname of my grandfather Esther’s maternal grandmother, Salzhauer. The name
“Koppel” was very common in the Salzhaver family since they were direct descendanis of the famed
Rav Koppel Chassid. They kept their maiden name, Salzhaver, out of necesiny, since they got married
halachically instead of registering a legal marriage certificate with the authorities. The Salzhauer-
Fogel family was ako a large and flourishing one. According 1o one of the older surviving members of
the fumily, the fmily wed to live on Knmmestrmse and would daven at a shul called *The 11 Shul?”

2. The Bebbe Reb Mende'le, zp"a, known as “The Rebbe Reb” one of the select few of the



In Spite of 1t All

Residents of Nadvorna

Seven residents of Nadvorna by the name of Kern listed on
an official document issued by the Roussian government
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Greeting the Kaiser

The victorious emperor, Karl 1, is greeted by rabbaiing on a visit to Kolomyia



Family Roots

The Wandering Jew

Throughout history, the Jews have always been convenient scapegoats, especial-
ly during wartime when morale is low and tensions are high. World War 1, which
ominously struck Europe on the infamous day of Tishah B'Av 5674, July 1, 1914,
was no exception, Over 16.5 million people lost their lives in the terrible war, and
approximately forty percent of the casualties were civilians. Although the numbers
cannot be measured precisely, it is estimated that 250,000-500,000 Jews served in the
various armies that fought during World War [, and between 140,000 to 170,000 of
these Jews died in battle, although the actual numbers may have been even higher.

Nations all across Europe suffered terribly during the war, but the Jews were
persecuted and tormented even more. Each side of the conflict blamed the Jews
for the outbreak of the war, and both sides suspected the Jews of being unfaithful
to their homelands. The tragic outcome of Jews fighting on both sides of the
warfront made for unspeakably tragic resuls. A Russian soldier would fire a shot
at an Austrian or German fighter, only to discover he was a Jew. Stories abound
of bloody battles in which cries of * Shema Yisrael!” resounded on both sides of the
battleground, as Jewish soldiers breathed their last.

On both sides of the conflict, the bloodthirsty armies vented their fury on the
Jews. When the Russian Cossacks broke into Eastern Galicia, they immediately
sought out the Jewish villages which they pillaged and ravaged. When they reached
Kolomyia, they launched a pogrom and slaughtered every Jew they could find.
The Jews were well aware of the rabid hatred and cruelty that the Cossacks had
dealt them in the past. Most notoriously, during the years known as Tach v"Tat
(1648-1649), under the leadership of the evil Bohdan Khmelnytsky, yemach shemo,
the Jews of Poland, Ukraine, and Belarus were ferociously murdered in the most
grotesque of ways. The 20™ of Sivan is the day that marks our mourning for those
many thousands of our brethren who were killed during gezeiros Tach v'Tat, and the
custom is to fast and recite Selichos.

Baal Shem Tow's rafmidinn who were referred to by a double title, was born to R Yosef Charif
in the year 3505 (1745). The Rebbe Reb Mende'le was a close talimid of the holy Rebbe Reb
Shmelke of Nikolsburg, zy"a, and ultimarely became a ralmid of the holy Rebbe, Rieb Elimelech
of Lizensk, zy"a, the Moam Elimelech. The Rebbe Rieb Mende'le was the baal shaclaris for IRRosh
HaShanah in the beis midrash of the Noam Elimelech, who testified about Reb Mende'le that
“sparks of fire enmanate from his forchead.”

On the 19" of Iyvar 5575 (1815), the Rebbe Reb Mende'le left This World and his ralmidin,
some of the greatest rebbes of Galicia, continued to perpetuate his holy work, Among them were
the holy Rebbe, leb Tavi Hirsch of Rimanov, 2y ", the holy Rebbe, Reb Naftoli of Ropschite,
zy"a, the holy Rebbe, Rieb Tevi Hirsch of Zidichov, zy"a. the holy Rebbe, Reeb Tzvi Elimelech
of Dinov, zy"a (The Bnei Yissoschar), and the holy Rav, Reeb Yechezkel Paneth, zy"a,



“Shema Yisrael™ soldiers
Jewish soldiers in World War |

Communication by telegraph
A military telegraph unit near Baden in World War |
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The Polish passport of Zeide RebYisroel Kern

The Cossacks, who entered Galicia some 250 years later during World War I,
followed directly in the footsteps of their ancestors, mercilessly pouncing upon the
Jews like wild beasts, and many communities fled for their lives. My grandfather,
RebYisroel Kern, was one of those who escaped Kolomyia by the skin of his teeth,
and sought refuge, together with his family, in the town of Stanislav. In retrospect,
I see now that this would be the first of the countless escapes and endless efforts
to resettle in safety that the Kern family would embark upon, a process that would
repeat itself over the course of close to thirty years, with only short breaks here and
there. In essence, the Kern family was destined to suffer acute exile and uprooting
from the outbreak of World War I untl the end of World War I1.

Unfortunately, Reb Yisroel’s sojourn in Stanislav did not bring with it the safety
he sought. As the Russian front approached, it brought the very real danger of
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another wave of pogroms and Cossack cruelty. Reeb Yisroel Kern and his family
were forced to run from city to city, fleeing to Western Galicia.

They arrived in the city of Stryi, then ran to Przemysl, but upon their arrival it
became clear that they had gone from the frying pan into the fire. As the forces of
war heated up to boiling point, Przemy$l had become the central front in the war!
The city was caught between opposing forces, each fighting to gain control, and its
government changed over and over again, from Russian hands to Austrian hands.
As always, the Jews were the direct address for both armies to vent their frustration,
and the Jews of Przemy$l had no choice but to run for their lives.

The Kerns escaped to Western Galicia via Reisha (known as Rzeszow today),
stopping for a short time in Sanok, and from there they traveled to nearby Rimanov.
Their final destination in this long and arduous journey was Krakow.
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Honorable donors
A list of contributors to Kupath Rabbi Meir Ba'al
Hanes supporting destitute Jews in Eretz Yisrael. Reb
Shmuel Kern, the author’s father, is number 22,



